
  

Parables of Jesus: Growing Together 

as We Follow Jesus Together Today 



Parables Groups 

Discipleship Goals are to grow in our: 

1. Ownership of our faith 

2. Bible Competency: Read, Discuss, Apply,  and Pray 

3. Engagement: How we follow Jesus today 

 

Purpose: Learning the story and our role in it.  

Overall Questions: 

1. Who are the characters, and what are their roles? 

2. Setting in the story - What comes before and after? 

3. Setting in history and culture - What do we need to know about 

Jesus’s world to understand?  

4. Why did Jesus tell this story? 

5. How should we live in response to Jesus’s message? 

6. How can we pray for God to help us follow Jesus in this way? 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

16 All scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for 

reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness, 17 in order 

that the person of God may be competent, equipped for every good 

work. (2 Tim 3:16–17)  

 



Parable Groups 

Six weeks leading to Easter from February 21 - April 4 

Goals 

Ownership Biblical Competency Engagement 

Parable Theme/Teaching 

Good Samaritan (10:25-37) Fulfilling the great commandments 

Midnight Friend (11: 1, 5-13) Praying with persistence  

Rich Fools (12:13-21) Pursuing treasure 

Great Banquet (14:1, 12-24) Accepting God’s invitation 

Prodigal Son (15:11-32) Understanding repentance and God’s 

compassion 

Pharisee and Tax Collector 

(18:9-14) 

Comparing ourselves to God 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Parable of the Good Samaritan  

Luke 10:25–37 

Theme:  Fulfilling the Great Commandment  

25 And behold, a lawyer stood up to put him to the test, saying, 

“Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?” 
26 He said to him, 

“What is written in the Law? How do you read it?” 27 And he 

answered, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and 

with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind, 

and your neighbor as yourself.” 28 And he said to him, “You have 

answered correctly; do this, and you will live.” 29 But he, desiring to 

justify himself, said to Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” 

 30 Jesus replied, “A man was going down from Jerusalem to 

Jericho, and he fell among robbers, who stripped him and beat him and 

departed, leaving him half dead. 31 Now by chance a priest was going 

down that road, and when he saw him he passed by on the other side. 32 

So likewise a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by 

on the other side. 33 But a Samaritan, as he journeyed, came to where 

he was, and when he saw him, he had compassion. 34 He went to him 

and bound up his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he set him on 

his own animal and brought him to an inn and took care of him. 35 And 

the next day he took out two denarii and gave them to the innkeeper, 

saying, ‘Take care of him, and whatever more you spend, I will repay 

you when I come back.’ 36 Which of these three, do you think, proved 

to be a neighbor to the man who fell among the robbers?” 37 He said, 

“The one who showed him mercy.” And Jesus said to him, “You go, 

and do likewise.”  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Discussion 

In parables, observe the expectations Jesus created by the 

characters. Priests and Levites were highly respected among Jews. They 

would have been assumed to be the good guys. In Jesus’s parable, they 

did not live up to this expectation.  Samaritans were despised by Jews 

and considered enemies.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

43 “You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your neighbor’ and 

‘Hate your enemy.’ 44 But I say to you, love your enemies and pray 

for those who persecute you, 45 in order that you may be sons of 

your Father who is in heaven, because he causes his sun to rise on 

the evil and the good, and he sends rain on the just and the unjust. 
46 For if you love those who love you, what reward do you have? Do 

not the tax collectors also do the same? (Matt 5:43–46) 

 

Questions and Prayer 

1. What was the initial question and answer that led to the parable?  

2. Who are the three main characters of the parable? Why is it 

strange that Jesus would use a Samaritan as a hero? 

3. Why did Jesus tell this story? 

4. What are some practical examples of you becoming that 

neighbor? 

5. How can we pray for God to help us follow Jesus in this way? 



Parable of the Midnight Friend  

Luke 11:1–13 

Theme:  Praying with Persistence 

1 And it happened that while he was in a certain place praying, 

when he stopped a certain one of his disciples said to him, “Lord, teach 

us to pray, just as John also taught his disciples.”   

2 And he said to them, “When you pray, say, “Father, may your 

name be treated as holy. May your kingdom come. 3 Give us each day 

our daily bread. 4 And forgive us our sins, for we ourselves also forgive 

everyone who is indebted to us. And do not lead us into temptation.”  

5 And he said to them, “Who of you will have a friend, and will go 

to him at midnight and say to him, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves
6 for a 

friend of mine has arrived on a journey, and I have nothing to set before 

him’; 7 and he will answer from within, ‘Do not bother me; the door is 

now shut, and my children are with me in bed. I cannot get up and give 

you anything’? 8 I tell you, though he will not get up and give him 

anything because he is his friend, yet because of his impudence 

(troublesome persistence) he will rise and give him whatever he 

needs. 

 9 And I tell you, ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will 

find; knock, and it will be opened to you. 10 For everyone who asks 

receives, and the one who seeks finds, and to the one who knocks it will 

be opened. 11 What father among you, if his son asks for a fish, will 

instead of a fish give him a serpent; 12 or if he asks for an egg, will give 

him a scorpion? 13 If you then, who are evil, know how to give good 

gifts to your children, how much more will the heavenly Father give 

the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!”  

 

 

 

 



Discussion 

Remember that the context of this parable was the disciples asking 

Jesus to teach them how to pray. Also, in Jewish culture, hospitality was 

a highly valued cultural expectation. Failure to provide hospitality in a 

situation like this could bring shame on the inhospitable host and 

possibly the village.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

26 And likewise also, the Spirit helps us in our weakness, for we 

do not know how to pray as one ought, but the Spirit himself 

intercedes for us with unexpressed groanings. 27 And the one who 

searches our hearts knows what the mindset of the Spirit is, because 

he intercedes on behalf of the saints according to the will of God. 

(Romans 8:26–27)  

Questions and Prayer 

1. How does the Lord’s Prayer help us to understand this parable? 

2. Who are the characters in verses 5-11, and who do they 

represent? 

3. Why do you believe that Jesus told this parable? 

4. What is the main point or points of these parables? 

5. What do we need most from God to follow Jesus today and 

why? (verse 13) 

6. How can we pray for God to help us to follow Jesus in this 

way? 



Parable of the Rich Fool 

Luke 12:13–21-22, 30-34 

Theme:  Pursuing Treasure 

13 Someone in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my brother to 

divide the inheritance with me.” 14 But he said to him, “Man, who 

made me a judge or arbitrator over you?” 15 And he said to them, “Take 

care, and be on your guard against all covetousness, for one’s life 

does not consist in the abundance of his possessions.”  

16 And he told them a parable, saying, “The land of a rich man 

produced plentifully, 17 and he thought to himself, ‘What shall I do, for 

I have nowhere to store my crops?’ 18 And he said, ‘I will do this: I will 

tear down my barns and build larger ones, and there I will store all 

my grain and my goods. 19 And I will say to my soul, “Soul, you have 

ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.” ’ 20 But 

God said to him, ‘Fool! This night your soul is required of you, and 

the things you have prepared, whose will they be?’ 21 So is the one 

who lays up treasure for himself and is not rich toward God.”  

22 And he said to his disciples, “Therefore I tell you, do not be 

anxious about your life, what you will eat, nor about your body, what 

you will put on. Luke 12:22   

 
30 For all the nations of the world seek after these things, and your 

Father knows that you need them. 31
 Instead, seek his kingdom, and 

these things will be added to you. 32 “Fear not, little flock, for it is your 

Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom. 33 Sell your 

possessions, and give to the needy. Provide yourselves with moneybags 

that do not grow old, with a treasure in the heavens that does not fail, 

where no thief approaches and no moth destroys. 34 For where your 

treasure is, there will your heart be also. Luke 12:30–34   

 

 

 



Discussion 

This parable’s context includes Jesus’s encouragement of His 

disciples to trust God with their lives in every way. In 12:4-7, he told 

them not to fear those who can kill the body. Next, He explained the 

necessity of acknowledging Christ and reliance on the Holy Spirit in 

times of persecution. Then in the parable, he illustrated why we should 

be willing to treasure God by seeking His Kingdom. The parable 

presents a contrast between hoarding wealth and treasuring God.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

31 Therefore do not be anxious, saying, ‘What will we eat?’ or 

‘What will we drink?’ or ‘What will we wear?,’ 32 for the pagans 

seek after all these things. For your heavenly Father knows that you 

need all these things. 33 But seek first his kingdom and 

righteousness, and all these things will be added to you. (Matt. 

6:31-33) 

Questions and Prayer 
 

1. Based on verses 13-15, what is this parable about? 

2. What unexpected things happened to the rich man? 

3. What does Jesus say after the parable in verses 30-34 about 

pursuing treasure? 

4. What would it look like for you to be rich toward God?  

5. How can we pray for God to help us to follow Jesus in this way?  



Parable of the Great Banquet  

Luke 14:1, 12-24 

Theme: Accepting God’s Invitation 

1 One Sabbath, when he went to dine at the house of a ruler of the 

Pharisees, they were watching him carefully… 

 
12 He said also to the man who had invited him, “When you give a 

dinner or a banquet, do not invite your friends or your brothers or your 

relatives or rich neighbors, lest they also invite you in return and you be 

repaid. 13 But when you give a feast, invite the poor, the crippled, the 

lame, the blind, 14 and you will be blessed, because they cannot repay 

you. For you will be repaid at the resurrection of the just.” 15 When 

one of those who reclined at table with him heard these things, he said 

to him, “Blessed is everyone who will eat bread in the kingdom of 

God!”  

 
16 But he said to him, “A man once gave a great banquet and 

invited many. 17 And at the time for the banquet he sent his servant to 

say to those who had been invited, ‘Come, for everything is now 

ready.’ 18 But they all alike began to make excuses. The first said to 

him, ‘I have bought a field, and I must go out and see it. Please have me 

excused.’ 19 And another said, ‘I have bought five yoke of oxen, and I 

go to examine them. Please have me excused.’ 20 And another said, ‘I 

have married a wife, and therefore I cannot come.’ 

 

 21 So the servant came and reported these things to his master. 

Then the master of the house became angry and said to his servant, 

‘Go out quickly to the streets and lanes of the city, and bring in the 

poor and crippled and blind and lame.’ 22 And the servant said, ‘Sir, 

what you commanded has been done, and still there is room.’ 23 And the 

master said to the servant, ‘Go out to the highways and hedges and 

compel people to come in, that my house may be filled. 24 For I tell 

you, none of those men who were invited shall taste my banquet.’ ”   

 



Discussion 

The parable of the great banquet emphasizes those who were 

invited to a feast. The banquet feast is a theme in the Bible symbolizing 

the gathered people of God. Thus, it is about Jesus’s invitation to the 

Kingdom of God. In Jesus’s society, it is a great honor to be invited to a 

banquet. Rejecting the invitation is a rejection of the one inviting. The 

practice had been to invite people who could return the favor. Jesus 

challenges their traditions by telling this story about the invitation to 

God’s banquet. This feast is “the banquet” of banquets.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6 And I heard something like the sound of a great crowd and 

something like the sound of many waters and something like the 

sound of powerful thunder, saying, “Hallelujah! For the Lord God, 

the All-Powerful, reigns! 7 Let us rejoice and be glad and give him 

the glory, because the wedding celebration of the Lamb has come, 

and his bride has prepared herself. 8 And it has been granted to her 

that she be dressed in bright, clean fine linen (for the fine linen is 

the righteous deeds of the saints). 9 And he said to me, “Write: 

Blessed are those who are invited to the banquet of the wedding 

celebration of the Lamb!” (Rev. 19:6-9) 

 

Questions and Prayer 

1. Why would Jesus’s instructions seem so unusual in verses 12-

14?  

2. If God is the “man” inviting people to his banquet, what does it 

mean for those who make excuses to avoid His banquet? 

3. What are the consequences of for those accept the invitation? 

What are the consequences for those with excuses?  

4. How can we invite people to our tables for the purpose of 

inviting them to God’s table? 

5. What does the parable teach us about sharing our faith? 

6. How can we pray for God to help us to follow Jesus in this way?  



Parable of the Prodigal Son 

Luke 15:11–32   

Themes:  Understanding Repentance and God’s Compassion 

11 And he said, “There was a man who had two sons. 12 And the 

younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the share of 

property that is coming to me.’ And he divided his property between 

them. 13 Not many days later, the younger son gathered all he had and 

took a journey into a far country, and there he squandered his property 

in reckless living. 14 And when he had spent everything, a severe famine 

arose in that country, and he began to be in need.  

15 So he went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that 

country, who sent him into his fields to feed pigs. 16 And he was longing 

to be fed with the pods that the pigs ate, and no one gave him anything. 
17 “But when he came to himself, he said, ‘How many of my father’s 

hired servants have more than enough bread, but I perish here with 

hunger! 18 I will arise and go to my father, and I will say to him, 

“Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you. 19 I am no 

longer worthy to be called your son. Treat me as one of your hired 

servants.” ’ 20 And he arose and came to his father. But while he was 

still a long way off, his father saw him and felt compassion, and ran 

and embraced him and kissed him. 21 And the son said to him, ‘Father, I 

have sinned against heaven and before you. I am no longer worthy to be 

called your son.’ 22 But the father said to his servants, ‘Bring quickly 

the best robe, and put it on him, and put a ring on his hand, and 

shoes on his feet. 
23

 And bring the fattened calf and kill it, and let us 

eat and celebrate. 24 For this my son was dead, and is alive again; he 

was lost, and is found.’ And they began to celebrate.  

25 “Now his older son was in the field, and as he came and drew 

near to the house, he heard music and dancing. 26 And he called one of 

the servants and asked what these things meant. 27 And he said to him, 

‘Your brother has come, and your father has killed the fattened calf, 

because he has received him back safe and sound.’ 28 But he was angry 

and refused to go in. His father came out and entreated him, 29 but 



he answered his father, ‘Look, these many years I have served you, and 

I never disobeyed your command, yet you never gave me a young 

goat, that I might celebrate with my friends. 30 But when this son of 

yours came, who has devoured your property with prostitutes, you killed 

the fattened calf for him!’ 31 And he said to him, ‘Son, you are always 

with me, and all that is mine is yours. 32 It was fitting to celebrate and 

be glad, for this your brother was dead, and is alive; he was lost, and is 

found.’ ”   

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

16 For in this way God loved the world, so that he gave his one and 

only Son, in order that everyone who believes in him will not perish, 

but will have eternal life. (John 3:16) 

Questions and Prayer 

1. Who are the three main characters in this parable? Who do they 

represent?  

2. What does this parable depict in the life of younger son? What 

about the older son? 

3. Do you identify with the younger son or the older son? 

4. What does this parable say about the Father/God? 

5. What response should we have to Jesus’s message in this 

parable? 

6. How can we pray for God to help us to follow Jesus in this 

way? 



Parable of the Pharisee and the Tax Collector 

Luke 18:9–14   

Theme:  Comparing Ourselves to God  

9 He also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that 

they were righteous and treated others with contempt: 10 “Two men 

went up into the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax 

collector.  

11 The Pharisee, standing by himself, prayed thus: ‘God, I thank 

you that I am not like other men, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even 

like this tax collector. 12 I fast twice a week; I give tithes of all that I 

get.’ 

 13 But the tax collector, standing far off, would not even lift up his 

eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, a 

sinner!’ 

 14 I tell you, this man went down to his house justified, rather 

than the other. For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, but the 

one who humbles himself will be exalted.”  

Discussion 

 Pharisees were religious leaders who emphasized strict observance 

of the Law and Jewish traditions.  Tax Collectors are Jews hired by the 

Roman authorities to collect taxes from other Jews. They were hated and 

considered traitorous and were believed to use their power to enrich 

themselves through extortion (see Luke 3:12-13).  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 “Do not judge, so that you will not be judged. 2 For by what 

judgment you judge, you will be judged, and by what measure you 

measure out, it will be measured out to you. 3 And why do you see 

the speck that is in your brother’s eye, but do not notice the beam of 

wood in your own eye? (Matt. 7:1-3) 

Questions and Prayer 

1. What heart problem did Jesus illustrate with this parable also 

described in verse 9? 

2. Share a time when you were convinced that you were right about 

something only later to find out how wrong you were? 

3. What is the contrast between the two characters? 

4. Based on this parable, how are we justified? 

5. What is the outcome of comparing ourselves to others? What is 

the outcome of comparing ourselves to God? 

6. How can we pray for God to help us to follow Jesus in this way? 



Resources 
 

Weekly Questions for Discussing the Parables 

1. Who are the characters, and what are their roles? Parables 

typically make one or two main points. The characters are generally 

the key to identifying those points. 

2. What part of the biblical context is vital to understanding the 

meaning of the parable?  Context includes the setting in story of the 

gospel and the historical-cultural setting of the world of Jesus and His 

disciples.  

a. Setting in the story includes what comes before and after in the 

story. Whom is Jesus talking to and why? Is he dealing with a 

conflict, and if so, what? Is he answering a question? 

b. Historical or cultural setting – What is it in this story that we 

need to know about Jesus’s world to understand the parable. For 

example, who are the Pharisees, and what do they generally 

believe? Why did Jews hate Samaritans? What is the big deal 

about the theme of the banquet in Jewish thought?   

3. What is the main point or points?  

4. So what? After identifying the main points of the parable, consider 

how they can be specifically applied today. “You go, and do likewise” 

(Luke 10:37) 

5. How can we pray for God to help us follow Jesus? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Specific Questions  

1. What is the occasion of the parable? What has happened that 

caused Jesus to tell it? 

2. Who are the main characters, and what would be expected of 

them? 

3. What is spoken by characters?  

4. What is commended or condemned?  

5. What does the parable devote the most space to?  

6. What terms were repeated in the parable? 

7. What is the main contrast found in the parable? 

8. What comes at the end of the parable?  

9. What response was Jesus hoping for?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Facilitating Discussion 

 

Purpose: Our goal is to allow the parables to guide us in following 

Jesus today! Through these groups, we will encourage one another to 

take ownership of our faith, grow in our biblical competency, and 

engage the world as we apply the word of God to our lives.  

 

Facilitators will lead a discussion of the parables, pose challenging 

questions, and encourage prayer. We want all participants to be engaged 

with the Scriptures, discussing its meaning, significance, and wrestling 

with what it means for their life and church. The parable group is not a 

class. Group participation and discussion are essential.   

 

Facilitator Basics 

 

1. The Parable Groups will meet for six sessions.  

2. Relationships are important; always respect the person(s). 

3. Coordinate with the group host in the planning of the group events. 

Assist host with setup and clean up.  Agree upon a time for the groups 

and ask everyone to respect the scheduled time. 

4. Encourage discussion and participation. 

5. Communication. Send out text reminders a day before.  

6. If you do not have the answers, that is ok.  

7. Guide the discussion by keeping the group focused on the parables 

and discussion questions when necessary. 

8. Think through specific applications of the parable. 

9. Facilitate prayer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Host Basics 

 

1.  The Parables groups will meet for six sessions.   

2.  Relationships are important; always respect the person(s). 

3. Coordinate with the facilitator concerning the group events and 

all  accompanying expectations for the events.   

4.  Communicate the boundaries of the use of your facilities with 

the  group, including the restroom, kitchen, or any allowed space, 

and your  expectations about the time of the event.   

5.  Extend hospitality to all participants.  

6.  Communication. Send out text reminders a day before.  

7.  Communicate any need to change the schedule in advance.   

8.  COVID Option: Coordinate a location for the group: coffee 

shop,  tailgate event, workplace, virtual online group, community 

park,  walking group/gym, the church.   

 

 

Meeting Outline 

 

1.  Check-in with one another and prayer 

2.  Read parable 

3.  Begin discussion questions 

4.  Close in prayer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Service Times: 

 

Sunday Worship Services    9:00 AM and 10:30 AM 

Sunday Bible Fellowship all ages    9:00 AM 

Wednesday Worship      11:00 AM 

Wednesday Prayer      6:30 PM 

Wednesday Children and Youth    6:30 PM 

 

For prayer: Text WBPRAY to 474747 

 

 

 

 

 

WWW.Williamsblvd.org 

3000 Williams Blvd. 

Kenner, LA. 70065 

504-443-2363 

 


